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About us
The Refugee Law Initiative
(RLI) at the School of Advanced
Study, University of London, is
the only academic centre in the
UK to concentrate specifically
on international refugee law.
As a national focal point
for leading and promoting
research on the protection of
refugees and displaced persons,
the RLI works to integrate the
shared interests of refugee
law scholars and practitioners,
stimulate collaboration
between academics and nonacademics, and achieve policy
impact at the national and
international level.
In addition to hosting seminars,
conferences, workshops,
and other events to promote
research in the field, the RLI
leads and manages highimpact research, policy, and
training projects in house and
conducts consultancy work on
refugee law and protection.
The RLI also hosts the newly
established intercollegiate
University of London Refugee
Law Clinic.

Who we are
Over thirty people work in the RLI under
its Director and Founder, Professor
David James Cantor, an academic
specialising in the protection of refugees
and internally displaced persons. The
MA in Refugee Protection and Forced
Migration Studies is led by Programme
Director, Dr Sarah Singer, Senior Lecturer
in refugee law. Academic and research
support is provided by Nicholas Maple,
and administrative support to the MA
Programme is provided by Jade Belletty.
Diana Martin and Bethan Mathias are
researchers engaged on the RECAP project.
Frances Trevena (Supervising Lawyer) and
Susan Reardon-Smith (Clinic Coordinator)
run the newly-formed UoL Refugee Law
Clinic. Dr Ruvi Ziegler edits the RLI Working
Paper Series.
Other academics and practitioners
working with the RLI are specialists in a
wide range of topics (such as international
refugee law, forced migration studies,
statelessness, internal displacement,
healthcare and humanitarian assistance,
as well as specific regional focuses) and
include Jean-François Durieux, Dr Naohiko
Omata, Dr Tamás Molnár, Dr James Smith,
Dr Bríd Ní Ghráinne, Dr Nikolas Feith Tan, Dr
Giulia Vicini, Dr Sarah Deardorff Miller, Dr
Tamara Wood and Dr Moira Dustin.
The RLI also manages the following
networks to facilitate engagement and
collaboration among those working in
related areas:

Senior Research Associates
This network of over 45 SRAs aims to
facilitate collaborative work between
established scholars. It also provides

a forum for research dissemination by
feeding into national and international
policy on the protection of refugees and
displaced persons.

Research Affiliates
This network of over 130 affiliates provides
opportunities for doctoral students
and researchers working in refugee law
and related topics to engage with each
other and with researchers in academic
exchanges relating to current work and
developments in the field. The network
is open to any researcher registered on a
doctoral programme on a relevant topic at
the time of application.
The RLI facilitates and supports various
opportunities for affiliates throughout
the year. Recent RA initiatives include
the development of Working Groups on
pertinent topics, with the first to launch
focusing on ‘Externalisation’.

Visiting Fellows
Applications are invited for Visiting
Fellowships at the Refugee Law Initiative.
Fellows are usually junior or senior
researchers, though applications from
those with relevant experience in refugee
law and/or refugee protection will be
considered. Fellows are expected to
pursue their own research in an area
relevant to the Refugee Law Initiative
and to contribute to the activities and
publications of the RLI.
Further information on our staff and
affiliates can be found at rli.sas.ac.uk/
about-us.
Please visit rli.sas.ac.uk/about-us/join-us
for details on how to join as a Research
Affiliate or Visiting Fellow.

What we do
Research projects
The RLI leads and manages high-impact
research, policy, and training projects.
Its current research portfolio addresses a
broad range of themes, including:
Asylum and migration
Criminality, refugees, and migrants

Forced migration in war

Governance of internal displacement

Natural disasters, environment, and
forced migration

Refugee Law: past, present, and
future

Regional approaches to refugee
protection

Solutions to displacement

Accountability in the humanitarian
sector
The RLI also hosts the expanding and
increasingly-active ‘Internal Displacement
Research Programme’, which works to
draw together research focused on internal
displacement. It aims to raise the profile of
research on IDP issues through: specialised
networks of research affiliates, integrating



researchers on internal displacement from
around the world through supporting
dedicated research networks in Africa,
Latin America and the Middle East; a robust
policy engagement group; online research
training; research capacity-building in
countries affected by internal displacement;
ongoing research; and, a forum for
publications on IDPs.
This year, the RLI continues its involvement
as a core partner in the major £7.5m RECAP
(Research capacity building and knowledge
generation to support preparedness
and response to humanitarian crises and
epidemics) project, which brings together
leading universities and international
organisations such as London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM),
London School of Economics (LSE),
University of Oxford, Save the Children,
International Rescue Committee and
Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) to shape
and improve humanitarian policies with a
focus on accountability.
More information can be found at rli.sas.
ac.uk/research-projects.

Refugee Law Clinic
The RLI hosts the newly established
intercollegiate University of London
Refugee Law Clinic that provides pro bono
legal advice for refugee clients based
on a model of Clinical Legal Education
for its diverse student body. Delivered
in partnership with two law firms, the
Refugee Law Clinic also provides the
opportunity for lawyers to undertake pro
bono work within the clinic.
The clinic’s main legal focus will be on
advising and preparing fresh claims for
asylum, an area identified as underserviced
in the current legal landscape, and aims
to complement the work of law firms and
other service providers in London.
Find out more at rli.sas.ac.uk/refugee-lawclinic

Consultancies
The RLI also engages in consultancies on a
range of issues related to refugee law and
refugee protection.

Publications
Professor David Cantor, RLI director, is
editor-in-chief of the International
Refugee Law Book Series published
by Brill/Nijhoff. New publications in this
book series aim to provide insight on the
interaction between diverse international
and regional legal regimes for the
protection of refugees and displaced
persons. The series will publish its
nineteenth volume in December 2020.
The RLI supports an open source peerreviewed Working Paper Series under
the editorship of Dr Ruvi Ziegler and RLI

Research Affiliates. For further information
please visit rli.sas.ac.uk/resources/
working-paper-series.
The separate open access IDRP Working
Paper Series on internal displacement is
published by the Internal Displacement
Research Programme at the RLI. For further
information please visit rli.sas.ac.uk/
resources/working-paper-series/internaldisplacement-research-programmeworking-papers
We run a popular blog on Refugee Law
and Forced Migration in order to publish
short pieces of interest and research from
affiliates, students and the public. Visit the
blog at rli.blogs.sas.ac.uk.
The RLI also hosts the peer-reviewed
Refugee Survey Quarterly journal,
published by Oxford University Press, of
which Professor David Cantor is currently
Editor-in-Chief. The RSQ is a peer-reviewed,
academic journal that focuses on the
challenges of forced migration from
multidisciplinary and policy-oriented
perspectives.

What’s on?
The RLI hosts a range of seminars,
conferences and other events to
promote and facilitate cutting-edge
research on the protection of refugees
and other displaced persons. This is
complemented by practice-oriented
and collaborative workshops on
contemporary issues in refugee
protection.

International Refugee Law Seminar Series
The International Refugee Law Seminar
Series provides a public space for
discussion, promotion, and dissemination
of research between academics,
practitioners, students and others with
an interest in the refugee and forced
migration field.
The 11th
International Refugee
Law Seminar Series
is run in conjunction with the Platform
on Disaster Displacement (PDD) with the
overarching topic of ‘Human Mobility,
Natural Hazards and Policy Responses’. This
year’s seminar series will be held online. For
more information please visit
rli.sas.ac.uk/events.
Wednesday 7 October 2020, 1.30pm UK
Conceptualising policy - do ‘climate refugees’
or ‘environmental migrants’ really exist?
Critical reflections on how we frame the
issue of human mobility in ‘environmental’
contexts – e.g. ‘environmental migrants’,
‘climate refugees’, ‘disaster displaced’ etc. and the policy implications
Wednesday 11 November 2020, 1.30pm
UK
Data and knowledge on human mobility in
the context of natural hazards.
State of the art on empirical evidence
around diverse forms of human
mobility and immobility in thecontext
of environmental challenges, including
empirical challenges, data and trends and
projectionsfor the future.

Wednesday 9 December 2020, 1.30pm UK
Global policy debates, mobility and natural
hazards
How is the issue of human mobility in
the context of disasters, environmental
degradation and climate change treated
in the global policy debate (including
the Global Compacts for Migration and
on Refugees, the Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction and the Paris
Agreement under the UNFCCC and the
Task Force on Displacement)?
Wednesday 13 January 2021, 1.30pm UK
Internal displacement, migration and planned
relocation in the context of natural hazards
How is the issue of ‘environmental’ (im)
mobility within countries is addressed in
law, policy and strategies at international
and national levels (including IDP law,
disaster law etc)?
Wednesday 10 February 2021, 1.30pm UK
Legal responses to cross-border
‘environmental’ mobility
How can law respond to ‘environmental’
cross-border (im)mobility at global,
regional and national levels, including
refugee and human rights law and
migration law?
Wednesday 17 March 2021, 1.30pm UK
Implications for policy of a (post-?) COVID-19
world…
What are the implications of COVID-19, as
a particular kind of a natural (biological)
hazard, and its impact and implications for
global trends and debates addressed in
previous sessions?

Study with us
MA in Refugee Protection and Forced Migration Studies
Our MA is the only postgraduate course on refugees to be offered by distance-learning.
Designed and run by the academic staff and wide network of experts at the Refugee Law
Initiative, this MA is delivered through the renowned University of London Worldwide,
and is now the largest postgraduate programme on forced migration in the world.
Who is the course for?
This programme is designed for those who
wish to develop their careers in a range
of professional contexts in the refugee,
human rights, or humanitarian fields. This
includes those currently working

for, or wishing to work for, international
agencies such as the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the
International Organization for Migration
(IOM), and the Red Cross movement, as
well as governmental bodies and nongovernmental organisations.

Core modules


Protecting Human Rights, Refugees, and Displaced Persons in International Law



An Introduction to Refugee and Forced Migration Studies



Dissertation, including Researching Refugees Course

Optional modules


Securing Refugee Protection in Practice



Asylum Law in Europe: Towards Regional Harmonisation of International Protection



Asylum and Refugees in Africa and Latin America: Refugee Protection in the
Global South



Advanced International Refugee Law



Internal Displacement in Law and Policy: War and Beyond



Statelessness, Nationality, and the Protection of Stateless Persons



Gender, Sexual Identity, and Age in the Refugee Context



Displacement, Healthcare, and Humanitarian Action

To find out more or to apply, please visit london.ac.uk/courses/refugee-protection-andforced-migration-studies.

Benefits of the course
This course enables students to acquire
a rigorous legal, practical, and theoretical
understanding of refugee protection and
forced migration while developing expertise
through a choice of elective modules.

Elective modules focus on asylum law
and policy in specific regions of the world,
including Africa, Latin America, and Europe,
and thematic issues such as statelessness,
internal displacement, healthcare, gender,
and sexual identity.

It is designed to help you to hone selfreliance in using and critiquing law, policy,
and practice in the field, and to learn how
to gather, organise, and deploy evidence
to form balanced judgments and develop
policy recommendations.

Students complete this two-year online
programme part-time from home
using a state-of-the-art Virtual Learning
Environment (VLE) managed by the
University of London.

You will complete methodological training
in researching refugees and have the
opportunity to develop practical field skills
in advocacy, campaigning, and fundraising.

To find out more or to apply, please visit
londoninternational.ac.uk/refugeemigration. Details for scholarships and
discounts for certain partner organisations
can be found there as well.

MOOC on ‘Refugees in the Twenty-First Century’
The RLI has recently launched an exciting
new online short course ‘Refugees in the
21st Century’. This Massive Open Online
Course (MOOC) is freely accessible to all.
This MOOC provides insight into the
refugee phenomenon as one of the most
complex, compelling and (arguably)
misunderstood features of the 21st
century. Taking a global perspective, it will
outline the fundamentals of who ‘refugees’
are, where they come from and where they
go, as well as delving into the features of
the global system for refugee protection

and ‘solutions’ for those who have been
forcibly displaced. It places the student
at the centre of the learning experience
through engagement with a range of
robust and challenging activities, materials
and online peer engagement. No prior
knowledge or experience in the refugee
field is required to take this course and as
such, the course is for everyone.
Find out more and access the course here:
www.coursera.org/learn/refugees-21stcentury

PhD by distance learning
The School of Advanced Study (where the
Refugee Law Initiative is based) is the UK’s
national research hub in the humanities
and offers a world-class research
environment to our research students.
The School of Advanced Study now offers
students with an appropriate topic and
level of local resource the opportunity to
undertake a PhD by distance learning.

To find out more, visit rli.sas.ac.uk/study/
phd-distance-learning.

Stay Updated
The RLI is active on both twitter and
facebook, and disseminates a monthly
newsletter highlighting research, events
and activities, as well as news from our
various networks. Join the mailing list here:
rli.sas.ac.uk/about-us/mailing-list

Refugee Law Initiative
Senate House
Malet Street
London WC1E 7HU
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Follow the Refugee Law Initiative:

facebook.com/
SASRLI

twitter.com/
@RLI_News

rli.blogs.sas.ac.uk
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