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Exploration of a 

resettlement-migration–trafficking nexus
This research is located at the convergence of two phenomena; the rapid development of

hydropower infrastructure in Laos and the country's location at the center of a human trafficking hub. 

Research objectives
How Development-Induced-Displacement and Resettlement (DIDR) places affected 

communities at an increased risk of human trafficking in the region?

• How can resettlement aggravate existing vulnerabilities of impacted communities? 

• How does DIDR influence drivers of migration?

• Which of these vulnerabilities and drivers increases the risk of human trafficking?

The case of 

Hydropower 

development 

in Laos

Recommendations
• Mainstream policies and programs facilitating safe migration within resettlement plans;

• Improve and create education and attractive livelihood opportunities for youth displaced;

• Increase the role of private sector and  “NGOs” in prevention and protection in resettlement sites;

• Support the acquisition of identification papers for displaced communities;

• Use more precise and comprehensive indicators to monitor migration patterns of displaced communities;

• Provide awareness and access to information on safe migration for displaced communities.

Possible links:  Displacement-Migration-Trafficking
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Key results
• The resettlement process influences 

the migration flux by acting on specific 

drivers;

• The resettlement process generally 

exacerbates existing vulnerabilities;

• Resettled communities are placed at an 

increased risk of exploitation and 

trafficking when they decide to use 

migration as an adaptation strategy.

Drivers of Migration Framework (Adaptation
7
)

Facts & figures1

• ± 100 hydropower plants operational 

or under construction in Laos.

• 280,000 peoples could be resettled.

• For the Nam Man 3 project, 100% of 

the resettled household used migration 

as a coping strategy.

• ± 44,000 migrants smuggled from Laos 

to Thailand annually.

• ± 13,000-40,000 individuals in 

prostitution in Laos

• 200,000-450,000 trafficked persons in 

the region / year.

Asian News Network 

Li Fan 
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